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JANUARY EMMAUS GATHERING AT SCUMC

We miss each of you and this month we will meet again in person as a
Community.

January 5, 2021
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This is my first newsletter article as your Community Lay Director. 2020 has
been a difficult and different year for us. But, each morning | remind myself that
no matter what happens that day our loving and merciful God is in control.

This has been a different year for us. One thing that has been really different for
me is as seeing you in person. BUT, we have an opportunity to see each other
from an appropriate distance at the Gathering this month! Please come! | want

to air hug you! /“
This morning | was reading a devotional, and it really struck home. In Scripture, d/ﬁ) f}‘,\\

we read Job’s story and can wonder if he felt heartbroken, scared, and e 0 ore
uncertain of the future, all because — his entire life was turned upside down /%7"’

and forever changed. He was a wealthy man who had everything, and life was ///{,
good...Until it wasn’t. Although he was once like a massive tree full of life, in the 3

course of one unforgettable day, he had been rendered nothing short of an old, __&.__-ﬂb

dead stump.

Yet, despite Satan’s temptations to bring him down, these losses brought Job

down to his knees before God instead. Rather than turning against God as his IMPORTANT
friends and wife told him to do, he turned toward God, clinging to a hope that ANNOUNCEMENT
seemed impossible in his circumstances. NEW EMAIL

Job was only human, and we read in Scripture how devastated and upset he DA,TABASE

was, even cursing the day he was born. His pain, thoughts, and emotions ran is here.

deep. But he still kept his faith, and eventually, in today’s key verse, we see Please click on the link
where he began to speak words of hope, believing that with God by his side, he provided and complete the
could endure these tragic circumstances and grow and thrive again: “There is information.

hope for a tree that has been cut down; it can come back to life and

sprout” (Job 14:7). Job believed that despite the fact he had lost everything, Born Again Emmaus

God was still God, and he would survive.

Keep being the light and love in the world. Christ is counting on you. Thank you and God Bless.

One last thing please update your information at Born Again Emmaus




COMMUNITY SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR -Mary D D’Alessio

At a conference | attended, Dr.
Glenn Hinson, pastor, noted
teacher and writer, issued a
challenge so that we might ponder
this truth: darkness must obey the
light. He instructed us to do this
exercise when we returned home.
“Take a box of old-fashioned
wooden matches, and on a
moonless night go into a room
that has no windows,” he said.
“Shut the door. Strike a match.
Watch the tiny flame leap from the
tip of that little pine stick, sending
light into the darkness. Watch how
the darkness responds. It doesn’t
say to the light, ‘I'm not going to
accept you. | choose to remain
dark.” No! The darkness all around
that little flaming stick submits to
the light!”

Have you ever wondered about
such things? Have you ever
wondered about how what we see
in the physical world reflects
deeper truths of the spiritual
world, truths hidden from our
fleshly eyes? The apostle Paul
spoke of such things when he
wrote the church in Corinth
teaching that the natural comes
first, followed by the spiritual; (cf.
First Corinthians 15:42-49). What
we can see and touch and
measure in this world gives us

pictures that reflect truths of the
spiritual world that we cannot see
and touch and measure.

In the first chapter of John's
Gospel, we read these words
concerning Jesus Christ, “Life
itself was in him, and this life gives
light to everyone. The light shines
through the darkness and the
darkness can never extinguish it
(1:45). Later, “Jesus said to the
people, ‘I am the light of the world.
If you follow me, you won't be
stumbling through the darkness,
because you will have the light
that leads to life” (8:12b). And in
Chapter 12 Jesus tells us,
“Whoever believes in me believes
not in me but in him who sent me.
And whoever sees me sees him
who sent me. | have come as light
into the world, so that everyone
who believes in me should not
remain in the darkness” (44-46).

Jesus Christ IS the light of the
world. He came that we might
have abundant life. He came that
we might believe and so become
children of light. To you who have
received him and believe, walk
boldly into the truth that you carry
his light into an increasingly
darkening world. Walk into the
truth that no matter how dark your
own little world might appear to be
at this very moment,

“the light is shining in the darkness
and the darkness cannot overcome
it.”

We stand in the doorway of a new
year. Praise God! The old (2020)
has passed away and the new
(2021) has come. Through Isaiah’s
voice we can hear God say,
“Forget the former things, do not
dwell on the past. See, | am doing
a new thing! Now it springs up; do
you not perceive it? | am making a
way in the desert and streams in
the wasteland” (43:18-19). With the
birth of Christ, the prophetic words
of Isaiah are fulfilled. Matthew
reminds us, “the people living in
the darkness have seen a great
light; on those living in the land of
the shadow of death a light has
dawned” (Matthew 4: 16). So, let
us step boldly into the new day that
dawns, into the new year that
beckons us to come and follow
him, the light of the world. Let us
receive anew the light of Christ. Let
us receive anew the splendor of
the Holy Spirit and in doing so
reflect the glory of our heavenly
Father.

Happy New Year, my friends.
Happy New Beginning!

DeColores!

GATHERING SPEAKERS NEEDED FOR 2021 - Dory Martinez

Even during COVID 19 — our Gathering is still meeting and we need speakers for 2021. Please go to Sign-up Genius and

choose a date. Let's keep Emmaus alive during these trying circumstances. Christ is counting on you!

Go to Sign-up Genius HERE If you have any questions please contact me at dory martinez84@yahoo.com

REUNION GROUPS -carol Wilson

Reunion Groups are a vital part of your Emmaus experience. Are you in a REUNION GROUP? If not, please CLICK
HERE to see the groups we currently have. If you need more help to make contact, etc, please let me know. | want
to help you...if you have questions, please email gwilson0630@att.net

KAIROS - Tom Patterson

Brothers & Sisters - as of Dec 16th nothing has changed at the Torres Prison Unit. The prison is still not letting visitors or
volunteers inside. Our hope is that we will be allowed to have a full 3 day Kairos weekend in July. Please continue to
pray for all those incarcerated that are not allowed to see their loved ones. Please pray that this time in the valley draws
them closer to God. Thank you. De Colores,

Please contact me if you would like information about Kairos tom@tpatterson.org or 210-573-5909.




We’re on the Web!

Spring Creek UMC

Monthly Gathering Location

https://www.bornagainemmaus.org 9200 Dietz Elkhorn Rd
Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78015

Mailing Address
Born Again Emmaus Community
P.O. Box 292
Boerne, TX 78006

Mary D D’Alessio Ginny Stricklin Tim Hickman Maurine Maloy
Spiritual Director Lay Director Asst Lay Director Secretary
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